Clean and Safe Committee Meeting Minutes
Thursday October 10,2019  1:00 — 2:00 pm
549 Congress St.

Committee members present: Sue-Ellen McClain
Absent: Krista Cole, Bob Keegan, Neil Reiter
Guests: Dawn Homa, George Rheault

Staff present: Taffy Eaton, Amy Geren

Minute 1. Welcome: Sue-Ellen McClain called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone present

Minute 2. Review and acceptance of September 12" meeting minutes: those present reviewed the minutes, lack of
committee member quorum for vote

Minute 3. Review monthly reports from Program Director — Amy Geren distributed the attached September reports.

Fix-It complaints — noise complaints can often be about neighbors’ music
Sue-Ellen said that litter has not come up as an issue during Strategic Planning interviews
Amy referenced the marketing survey that Portland Downtown contracts with annually, and noted that this
year’s data included questions specific to cleanliness and safety issues specifically, and can offer suggestions for
improvement. Dawn Homa thinks it will be interesting to compare years.
Cadets — very quiet towards the end of the season. They were able to do more business contacts than in
previous months.

o No smoking/tobacco use signage is up in all downtown parks and new trash can wraps will be installed.

All this signage was funded through grant funding and all looks the same now.

o The cadet supervisor is creating a group to discuss perception issues
Part 1 and part 2 offenses are broken down by streets.

o Fore Street assaults are after the bars close

o The police department reports that some businesses don’t report issues

Minute 4. FY20 committee goals discussion: Sue-Ellen McClain would like to delay this conversation for a meeting when
more committee members are present. However, in Strategic Planning focus groups and interviews, 2 areas came up

often:
1.

Housing accessibility and affordability. Perhaps PD should get involved on some level? Amy Geren said that the
International Downtown Association conference later this month will highlight this issue and she will bring
information back.

Waterfront — now that PD has 2 new piers in the district, how to balance the working waterfront with the rest of
the district? Dawn Homa said that the hope from some waterfront users is that they want PD to help advocate
for them at the City. Amy added that the Waterfront Alliance is a well-organized group and we could bring
information to them.

Sue-Ellen would like to consider other advocacy issues we can get involved in.

o George Rheault has heard from visitors how prevalent homelessness seems downtown due to the small
downtown population and believes that more people living and working downtown benefits the
downtown.

o Sue-Ellen commented that there’s a finite amount of space on which to build so building up is the only
option



o Graffiti was discussed. Not all property owners practice diligent graffiti removal. Sue-Ellen said there has
been improvement and many arrests have been made. Cameras are helping. Murals would be helpful
also because taggers tend to leave them alone.

4. Review Panhandling Advocacy Letter Action items — Sue-Ellen said more discussion is needed.

o The Abusive Solicitation Ordinance is one area to revisit

o Other ways to give to panhandlers

5. Involvement with the City in the Capital Improvement Process budget planning

Sue-Ellen said the committee will refine their FY20 goals during the next couple of meetings.
Sue-Ellen adjourned the meeting at 1:45pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Taffy Eaton, Recorder.



